
The South Carolina Relentless Challenge: Notice of Funding Opportunity 

I. Relentless Challenge Description 

The South Carolina Relentless Challenge is open statewide. The notice of funding opportunity is up to $1 

million in competitive funding for projects that focus on fostering the relentless pursuit of 

transformational ideas, specifically in the areas of entrepreneurship, talent development, and access to 

capital. 

For additional information, please reference the goals and recommendations of the January 2017 South 

Carolina Innovation Plan. 

Up to $1 million in competitive grants may be awarded during this funding cycle. Individual awards have 

no minimum and up to $75,000. A demonstrated dollar-for-dollar match from non-state entities will be 

required for consideration of projects and award of funding. Match funding for this opportunity is 

defined as non-state dollars, which can mean federal, local or private dollars. Match funding for this 

opportunity does not include loans or credit. Projects are expected to leverage other public and private 

investments which serve as a catalyst for future development. 

Applicants may submit one Project Target Plan 

II. General Project Approval Criterion: 

The strategic planning process undertaken by the South Carolina Department of Commerce in 

collaboration with the Council for Innovation Initiatives generated three goals that guide the program 

investments: 

 Goal 1- catalyzing high-growth entrepreneurship that increases capacity to accelerate the 

translation of innovations, ideas, intellectual property, and research into products, services, 

companies, and jobs 

 Goal 2- designing and delivering talent development solutions that generate long-term 

workforce demands for the technology and knowledge-economy  

 Goal 3- creating networks and tools to unlock risk capital for entrepreneurs and/or enables 

capital flow into high-growth startups 

III. Eligibility    

Funding is reserved for new or expanding organizations that serve South Carolina’s innovation 

community in one or more of these areas as laid out in the South Carolina Innovation Plan 

 Qualifying applicants include: 

o Private non-profit organizations 

o State, county or municipal entities 

o State educational institutions 

o Chambers of commerce  

 

 All funding requested must have a 1:1 match with dollars not awarded through the state of 

South Carolina.  Those funds must be acquired no more than 90 days prior to applying for the 

Relentless Challenge grant.  

https://www.sccommerce.com/sites/default/files/the_south_carolina_innovation_plan_1-11-17.pdf
https://www.sccommerce.com/sites/default/files/the_south_carolina_innovation_plan_1-11-17.pdf
https://www.sccommerce.com/sites/default/files/the_south_carolina_innovation_plan_1-11-17.pdf


 

 Applicants who are requesting support for existing organizations operational expenses are 

ineligible for this funding. If funding is required for a multi-year program, approval will need to 

be obtained before applying for the Relentless Challenge grant funds. If continued funding is 

needed at the conclusion of the grant cycle a request must be documented in the final 

reporting.  

 

 All applicants must be a South Carolina based organization and all funding is for use of programs 

and participants exclusive to South Carolina.  

 

 Applicants must be willing to coordinate with the Office of Innovation and foster an ongoing 

relationship during the course of the project.  

 

IV. Information Session 

Serious applicants are highly encouraged to attend the Relentless Challenge information session on 

August 8th, 2019. Participants who complete a Request to Pitch form receive a five point advantage 

during the selection process scoring and a ten point advantage will be given to the three projects who 

are invited to pitch during the August 8th information session. Presenters have 15 minutes to share their 

perspective Target Project Plan followed by 45 minutes of collaborative feedback and strategy with 

fellow attendees. All request to Pitch forms are due by July 22nd, 2019 and must be uploaded 

electronically here: https://tinyurl.com/y6kytjvv 

V. Program Timeline    

 June 13th 2019 Request to Pitch Open 

 July 22nd, 2019 Request to Pitch Deadline 

 August 8th, 2019 Information Session 

 October 1st, 2019 Applications Open 

 October 17th, 2019 Questions or Requests for Clarification Deadline 

 October 31st, 2019 Application Deadline 

Applications are due on October 31st, 2019 at 5:00PM EST. Applications received after this deadline will 

not be reviewed. The term of the grants is 12 months. A six-month progress review is required and 

includes participation at an in person collaboration session held in Columbia, SC. Additionally, a final 

report is required with an in person session. Dates for both the six month progress review and final 

reporting will be provided after project awards. Grant implementation extensions will be considered at 

the discretion of the commerce leadership. Any submissions not receiving award will receive notice. 

Contracts will be completed with awardees as a final step. 

VI. Project Target Plan Preparation    

Proposals should be limited to five pages plus a one page Executive Summary.  A Proposal Information 

Sheet, Cover Sheet and Budget template must be submitted with each proposal. Non-profits additionally 

must submit a certificate of good standing from the State of its incorporation and a copy of the 

organization’s Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sketch-room-relentless-challenge-grant-series-registration-58790132870
https://tinyurl.com/y6kytjvv
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sketch-room-relentless-challenge-grant-series-registration-58790132870


The narrative of the proposal must include the following:  

• Title of the proposed activity/project  

• What is the purpose or objective of the project?  How does it support the relentless pursuit of 

transformational ideas?  

• How is the project innovative?  Are there any other efforts or existing projects underway that would 

compete or contribute to this innovation/idea?  

• Provide a clear connection to the state’s Innovation Plan. Specifically discuss how the project will 

contribute to attaining a goal/objective.  

• How is the applicant qualified to address the project for which the funds are being sought?  

• Budget Proposal and brief narrative on the planned spending. Please provide justification for the 

amount of funding requested including how the amount is consistent with the associated output to be 

achieved (cost/benefit).  

• Timeline for completion of project. Please note: grants are expected to be completed and funds 

utilized within twelve months of award. Projects are required to commence within three months of 

award. 

• Key personnel/contributors to the project as well as their role and/or responsibilities. Please provide 

CVs in the appendices.  

 • Description of expected outcomes and impact of project - statement of deliverables or work products. 

The proposal should include a discussion of the anticipated output from the grant and who will be the 

beneficiary of the targeted results.  

• Statement of how the project will be evaluated. How can this project be measured to determine 

success? 

• Description of how applicant will utilize and engage the Office of Innovation over the course of the 

project.  

• One or two letters of support.  

Format: PDF file 8.5x11 1.5 spaced copy using Times Roman 12 point font. Proposal should not exceed 

five (5) pages (excluding executive summary, budget, letters of support, additional non-profit 

documentation and CVs).  

Submissions will be accepted electronically starting October 1st, 2019.  

VII. Funding Limits    

The Relentless Challenge grant program provides funds up to $75,000 to support enriching, creative, and 

distinctive ideas and activities to build and support a robust innovation within the applicant’s 

community or the state of South Carolina at large. All requested funding must align with and support the 

goals and objectives of the South Carolina’s innovation plan. All funding requesting must have a 1:1 

match with dollars not gained through the state of South Carolina.  Applications who do not support the 

https://www.sccommerce.com/sites/default/files/the_south_carolina_innovation_plan_1-11-17.pdf


needs for the amount of funds requested will be docked 10 points in the selection committee scoring 

process.  

VIII. Selection Process    

The Relentless Challenge grant review committee will score proposals on a point based system and 

make recommendations to the commerce leadership for awarding grants. Each of the proposal 

requirements will be evaluated with emphasis on alignment with the state’s innovation plan and the 

potential innovative contribution of the project. Projects showing a greater than 1:1 funding match ratio 

will stand out as ones that show strong ability for long-term success.  

VIV. Reporting   

Grant recipients must submit a six month progress report and a final report. The final report will include 

results/outcomes of the project, lessons learned, obstacles encountered and any proposal for ongoing 

Office of Innovation activity as a result of the grant work. Grant recipients will be provided the report 

format when selected. At the six month reporting period a mandatory in person session will he held for 

all grant recipients. Not attending the sessions will make the applicant ineligible for the next round 

funding through the Office of Innovation.  

X. Questions or Requests for Clarification 

Submit written questions and requests for clarification regarding this funding opportunity to 

innovation@sccommerce.com no later than 5:00 PM EST. Thursday, October 18, 2019. 

mailto:innovation@sccommerce.com

