
STATE TRADE EXPANSION 
PROGRAM (STEP) 
SC Commerce administers the STEP program in South Carolina. Funding is available for 
eligible small businesses to offset costs associated with entering and expanding into 
international markets.   

Qualifying firms can apply for reimbursement of expenses associated with the following export activities: 

 INTERNATIONAL TRADE SHOWS 
Registration fees, booth space and eligible travel 
costs* associated with exhibiting at trade shows 
overseas or international trade shows taking 

    place in the U.S. 

U.S. COMMERCIAL SERVICE PROGRAMS 
AND SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES 

Services include Gold Key, International Partner 
Search, RAISE Market Research and more. A 
complete list of services and fees can be found 
here. 

SELECT TRADE MISSIONS 
Trade mission fees and eligible travel costs* 
incurred while participating in a S.C. Commerce 
trade mission. 

PARTICIPATION IN EXPORT TRAINING 
WORKSHOPS, IN PERSON OR VIRTUAL 

WEBSITE AND MARKETING ENHANCEMENTS 

• Search engine optimization (SEO)
• Translations of marketing materials and/or

website localization services
• Website analytics
• E-commerce services (such as adding an

online payment option or a currency
converter tool)

OTHER EXPORT INITIATIVES 
Expenses incurred with procurement of 
consultancy services not offered by the U.S. 
Commercial Service, payment for services 
provided by federal agencies (such as export 
credit insurance policy fees, shipping 
samples to trade shows, compliance testing 
and foreign market sales trips. 

*Travel Costs: Airfare (Fly America Act), Hotels (State
Dept or GSA Lodging Rates), and/or Ground
Transportation

Funded in part through a grant from the U.S. Small Business Administration. In accordance with Section 632 of Public Law  117-328, SC STEP 
program total cost: $433,333. Federal Share (75%): $325,000, Non-Federal Share (25%): $108,333 

Headquartered or with a place of 
business in South Carolina. 

Independently owned and operated. 
Organized for-profit. 
Currently has an export-ready product, a 

https://www.trade.gov/us-commercial-service-user-fees
https://www.gsa.gov/policy-regulations/policy/travel-management-policy/fly-america-act
https://aoprals.state.gov/web920/per_diem_action.asp?MenuHide=1&CountryCode=0000
https://aoprals.state.gov/web920/per_diem_action.asp?MenuHide=1&CountryCode=0000
https://www.gsa.gov/travel/plan-book/per-diem-rates
https://www.sba.gov/document/support-table-size-standards
mailto:export@sccommerce.com
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