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Calling all South Carolina college students!  Compete for ​$10,000​ in cash prizes. 
 
● Are you ready to dig into a promising business idea or launch a social enterprise?  Develop and pitch your 

innovative idea (virtually) in the ​first-ever SC Innovates Pitch Competition​. 
 
● Up to 15 semifinalists will advance to the Virtual Finale on 11/18/2020 
  

○ $10,000 (so far) will be awarded for the best student ideas… all semifinalists guaranteed at least $100 
 
● Must be enrolled in at least 1 credit at a SC college/university during Fall 2020 (1-3 student members per team) 
 
● All entries must be for new, independent, student ventures/ideas. ​Create a short video + 5 slides to compete​! 
 
● Registration Deadline:  10/25/2020​ (11:59pm ET) 
 

○ Register and Get Started Here:​  ​https://live.startupwind.com/uofsc-sc-innovates-2020 
 

○ Click “Create New Idea” … Your simple Idea Card must be created by 10/25 to participate 
 
● Phase 1 Submission Deadline:  11/1/2020​ ​(11:59pm ET) 
 

  

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=b4adf7cc-ea3bc8c1-b4adb90d-86f331ced5b2-eadf9f19bb24fecb&q=1&e=0fdad300-a470-4f3c-afc9-28153d5bb61c&u=https%3A%2F%2Flive.startupwind.com%2Fuofsc-sc-innovates-2020


Phase 1 Submission Requirements:  Pitch Deck + Pitch Video 
 
● 5-Slide Pitch Deck 
 

○ Slide 1:  Title Slide -- venture name, team member names, contact info, and ​YouTube link 
○ Slide 2:  Problem 
○ Slide 3:  Solution 
○ Slide 4:  Revenue Model 
○ Slide 5:  Social and/or Environmental Impact (​17 Global Goals​) (​Intro to Social Entrepreneurship​) 

 
○ Use a combination of bullet points and images to make your idea stand out (​pitch deck examples​) 

 
● 90 Second Pitch Video​ (technically, video must be 75 sec minimum to 105 sec maximum) 
 

○ The pitch video is your opportunity to tell the story of your business idea and to stand out from other 
entries… there is no specific format for the video 

○ A straightforward approach would be using a screen-sharing software (Screencastify or Zoom) to record 
yourself discussing the slides 

○ Other approaches could involve iMovie, Powtoon, or other video editing programs, making an animated video 
or sketchbook, interviewing potential customers about your idea, etc. 

○ Upload your video to YouTube​.  Make sure viewing permissions are NOT set to private.  We suggest using the 
unlisted setting.  Include the YouTube link on the Title Slide. 

 

Judging Criteria 
 

10 pts How well does the team articulate the ​problem​? 

10 pts How well does the team articulate the ​solution​? 

10 pts How well does the team articulate the ​revenue model​? 

10 pts How well does the team articulate the ​social/environmental impact​? 

5 pts To what extent is the business idea ​innovative​ (novel, unique, unconventional)? 

5 pts To what extent is the business idea​ feasible​ (realistic, implementable, commercially viable)? 

 

Questions?  Contact Us! 
 

PARTNER SCHOOL PRIMARY CONTACT EMAIL ADDRESS 

Benedict College Tracy Dunn tracy.dunn@benedict.edu 

Clemson University John DesJardins jdesjar@clemson.edu 

Coker University Andy Burkemper aburkemper@coker.edu 

College of Charleston Dave Wyman wymandm@cofc.edu 

Columbia College Carole Sox csox@columbiasc.edu 

Francis Marion University Joe Aniello janiello@fmarion.edu 

Furman University Bryan Davis bryan.davis@furman.edu 

Greenville Technical College Michelle Byrd michelle.byrd@gvltec.edu 

Medical University of South Carolina Jesse Goodwin goodwijs@musc.edu 

Midlands Technical College Tom Ledbetter ledbettert@midlandstech.edu 

South Carolina State University Zachary Thomas zthomas1@scsu.edu 

University of South Carolina Katherine Swartz-Hilton kmswartz@mailbox.sc.edu 

University of South Carolina Upstate Brian Brady bbrady3@uscupstate.edu 

Winthrop University Jennifer Miles milesj@winthrop.edu 

Wofford College Tyler Senecal senecaltj@wofford.edu 

 

https://www.globalgoals.org/
http://socialchangeinnovators.com/topics/introduction-to-social-entrepreneurship/
https://slidebean.com/blog/startups-pitch-deck-examples
https://www.benedict.edu/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tracyhdunn
https://www.clemson.edu/
http://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/bioe/people/faculty-staff/directory/desjardins.html
https://www.coker.edu/
https://www.coker.edu/directory/andrew-burkemper/
https://www.cofc.edu/
https://sb.cofc.edu/academics/academicdepartments/management-and-marketing/faculty-staff-listing/wyman.php
https://www.columbiasc.edu/
https://www.columbiasc.edu/faculty-staff/dr-carole-sox
https://www.fmarion.edu/
https://www.fmarion.edu/directory/aniello-joe/
https://www.furman.edu/
https://www.furman.edu/people/bryan-davis/
https://www.gvltec.edu/
http://linkedin.com/in/michelle-byrd-698472174
https://education.musc.edu/
https://muschealth.org/health-professionals/progressnotes/2018/yir/leading/jesse-goodwin
https://www.midlandstech.edu/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tomledbetter
http://www.scsu.edu/
http://linkedin.com/in/zachary-thomas-254a6956
https://sc.edu/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/katherineswartzhilton
https://www.uscupstate.edu/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brian-brady-27511214/
https://www.winthrop.edu/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jenniferpmiles
https://www.wofford.edu/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tylersenecal

